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SEATTLE GAY COUPLES GROUP 
BYLAWS 

 

1. Name 
The name of the organization is {Seattle Gay Couples, Inc.} όƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ά{D/έύ. 

2. Authority 
SGC operates as Washington State Not for Profit Corporation (WA #_______), operating under the 

provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, Section 501(c)(7) for Tax Exempt Social Groups (EIN __-______), 

and all provisions of these Bylaws and any amendments(s) thereto.   

3. Statement of Purpose 
The purposes of SGC are to: i) provide a social, educational and humanitarian forum for same gender 

male Gay Couples; and, ii) Promote the validity of same-gender relationships as a socially responsible 

family units.  SGC shall have no political or religious affiliation, further SGC does not provide or promote 

itself as any form of a dating service, counseling/crisis center or sex club. 

4. Dedication of Assets 
The assets of SGC are irrevocably dedicated to charitable purposes. No part of the net earnings, 

properties or assets, or dissolution of same, shall inure to the benefit of any private person, individual, 

and/or couple. On liquidation or dissolution, all properties, assets and/or obligations shall be distributed 

and paid over to an organization dedicated to charitable purposes and that organization must be 

dedicated to exempt purposes as specified in the Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)7. 

5. Confidentiality  

5.1 SGC shall at all times respect the rights of privacy of all of its Member Couples.  Names, addresses, 
telephone numbers, email addresses and other information about Member Couples on the official 
membership roster shall not be published, used or otherwise released except to appropriate officers of 
the organization, and then only as essential to the provision of service to the Member Couples. 
 

5.2 As a matter of policy, SGC will publish only the first names of persons hosting events or otherwise 
mentioned in the monthly newsletter.  A voluntary member directory, accessible to members only, may 
be created for Member Couples who wish to be listed and who specifically and affirmatively consent to 
the release such personal information.   
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5.3 All member couples, as a condition of ongoing membership, agree to respect the privacy of other 
members and agree not use or disclose any information relating to other members, or any other 
confidential information they may come to obtain relating to the group, to anyone else or use it for any 
purpose other than legitimate SGC group activities.  
 

6. Membership 

6.1 Member Couple Defined  A Member Couple in good standing of SGC shall consist of male persons 
participating in a same-gender couple relationship (each partner in the couple having attained the age of 
eighteen (18) years) who jointly agree to any conditions of membership, and have paid (or arranged to 
pay) the required annual dues. 
 

6.2 Membership Availability SGC membership is open to all couples regardless of the geographic location of 
their residence.  SGC does not condone any form of discrimination relating to an individual's race, country 
of origin, place of residence, age (provided they are at least 18 years old), type of employment, religion, or 
financial status. 
 

6.3 Membership Application and Waiver  As a condition of membership, each new member couple will 
complete a membership application form (either on paper or electronically, as the case may be) which 
shall include a joint waiver of liability in favor of SGC, its officers and directors, agents and assigns.  This 
waiver shall survive termination of membership.  No officer of the club shall have the authority to waive 
or modify this provision.   
 

6.4 Categories of Membership 

ü General Members are a member couples as defined above.   
ü Board Members are member couples with who have been duly elected, or appointed, to the SGC 

board. 
ü Committee Members are member couples with who have accepted appointment to SGC board 

operating committees. 
ü Exchange Members are non-voting, non-dues paying, restricted rights memberships granted at the 

discretion of the Board to members of other couples groups who live outside the Greater Seattle area 
and wish to be peripherally involved with the club. 

ü Founding Members are member couples with who have established and maintained their SGC 
membership from the first year of the organizations founding (2007). 

ü Honorary Members are non-voting, non-dues paying memberships granted at the discretion of the 
Board.   

ü Introductory Members are non-voting, limited duration memberships, offered pursuant to board 
policies, which permit limited access to events and other club benefits (membership lists, etc.) and 
are offered as an incentive to prospective members to try-out the club.  Introductory members are 
expected to convert to General Memberships at the expiry of their introductory period, or be 
completely dropped from the membership roster. 
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ü Lifetime Honorary Voting Membership is a membership with full rights and benefits, but exempt 
from dues. This membership is granted, by the Board of SGC, to recognize a member couple who has 
made an outstanding contribution and commitment to SGC. 

ü Sole Survivor Member is the surviving member of a Member Couple who will retain all membership 
rights and benefits as long as that status and dues are maintained. 

6.5 Membership Dues   The Board, from time to time, shall establish a dues structure to be assessed per 
Member Couple depending upon the category of their membership.  The Board (or its designate), subject 
to any current policy, and at its sole discretion may arrange a payment plan or discounted membership 
fee to accommodate any Member Couple with severely limited financial resources who requests 
assistance.  All dues paid to SGC become the property of the organization and are nontransferable and 
non-refundable. 
 

6.6 New Members and Reinstatement of Membership Any couple, or former member couple, may apply for 
SGC membership upon completion of a membership agreement and payment of dues.  All membership 
applications are subject to acceptance by the membership committee.  Application for Reinstatement of a 
member couple terminated pursuant to bylaw section 6.7(b) will be reviewed and voted upon by the 
Board, their decision is final and binding.   
   

6.7 Resignation or Termination of Membership   
a) Resignation of membership shall occur immediately upon one of the following:  i) A written and/or oral 
resignation, provided by either partner of a member couple, to a board member of SGC; ii) Failure to 
timely renew membership each year; or, iii) The ending of the coupleΩǎ relationship.   
 
b) Termination of membership  Upon determination by a majority vote of the Board that a Member 
Couple has failed in a material and serious degree to observe the Bylaws and/or purposes of SGC, or has 
engaged in conduct materially and seriously prejudicial to the organization, the membership shall be 
terminated without recourse.  Notification will be given to the members of SGC.  
 
In either of the above cases, should the member couple hold a board or committee position, this position 
will be considered immediately vacated. 

7. Board of Directors, Defined 

7.1 Composition  The Board will consist of a minimum of three (3) and a maximum of eight (8) member 
couples, each to be elected by the general membership, (except in cases of mid-year replacements, which 
may be appointed by the Board).  
 

7.2 Overall Responsibilities  The Board is charged with the overall responsibility of operating and managing 
the business and affairs of SGC, subject to the provision of State and Federal Law and SGC Bylaws. The 
Board is further charged in assuring timely, legal and proper conduct in the pursuance of its purposes. 
After the close of each fiscal year, the President shall arrange for an annual informational financial review 
and planning session.  All members of the Board shall be available to new and prospective members to 
answer questions about SGC and to encourage full participation.  
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7.3 Establishing Policies and Operating Procedures  The board from time-to-time will draft and implement 
appropriate policies and procedures regarding the operation of the club.  Such policies and procedures 
which will be made available electronically to the membership. 
 

7.4 Term of Office Board member couples shall serve a term of two (2) years, with out term limits. The board 
members shall assume their duties at the close of the meeting at which they are elected. The outgoing 
board members shall, at the request of the incoming officers, serve a transition period for the purpose of 
assisting the newly elected officers into office. 
 

7.5 Abandonment of Office  Any board member couple who without good cause fails to attend two or more 
board meetings, or who materially fail to carry out the duties of their office may be deemed by the board 
to have abandoned their office.  As such the board may, without further notice and without recourse, 
declare their board position vacant, and may appoint another member couple in good standing to serve 
out the remainder of said member coupleΩs term.   
 

7.6 Conflicts of Interest  Board members agree to, at all times, ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ {D/Ωǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ 
at heart.  Any board member (or other member couple who have financial dealings with SGC) who has 
any real, or apparent, conflict of interest shall immediately disclose the complete nature of such conflict 
to the board and the board will vote to acknowledge such conflicting interest and take all reasonable 
action to ŀǎǎǳǊŜ {D/Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ.  Board member couples who may have such a conflict will 
abstain from voting on such issues. 
 

7.7 Return of Documents Upon completion of service (as either a board or committee member) member 
couples agree to immediately return all documents, or other assets belonging to the SGC which may be in 
their possession.  They will also return copies of any electronic stored confidential information and then 
permanently erase all such information. 
 

7.8 Interim Operating Committee  An Interim Operating Committee shall manage the operations of the 
organization under any of the following situations: a) During a reorganization or;  b) At any time the Board 
consists of any less than three (3) Member Couples.  The Operating Committee will, as soon as is practical, 
seek to reestablish a board of directors for the organization. 
 

8. Board of Directors, Elected Offices 

8.1 Chair Couple  Serve as Chief Executive Officers of the organization, presiding at all meetings of the Board 
and the general membership, whose responsibilities are to generally supervise, direct and facilitate the 
business of SGC; Serve as spokespersons for SGC. Establish and maintain relationships with the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΤ Present a report, written and 
verbal, to the membership upon the State of the organization at the Annual Meeting; and perform other 
duties as prescribed and in keeping with this office. 
 

8.2 Vice Chair Couple assists the chair couple in fulfilling the duties of Senior Executive Officers of the 
Organization as well as to serve as acting as Chair in the absence of the Chair couple.  They perform any 
other duties as prescribed and in keeping with this office. 
 



 

 

 

Seattle Gay Couples - Bylaws 5 First Draft -  6/24/2007 

8.3 Secretary Couple  Serve as the corporate secretary of the organization by maintaining all historical and 
legal records of organization, which include but are not limited to: minutes of all board meetings, a yearly 
record of all proceedings and actions, the policies and procedures of the organization, the membership 
roster.  They perform any other duties as prescribed and in keeping with this office. 
  

8.4 Treasury Couple  Serve as the chief financial officers of the organization, they are responsible for 
receiving, depositing and disbursement of funds, and maintaining appropriate financial records and 
controls.  Provide Annual Financial Statements as well as a written and verbal financial statement and a 
proposed annual budget at the Annual General Meeting of the Members.  They will obtain appropriate 
professional assistance in establishing and maintaining SGC accounting procedures and records. 
 

8.5 Board Member Couples at Large  All remaining board member couples assist with the operation of, or 
chair one or more board committees.   
 

9. Board of Directors, Standing Committees  

9.1 Standing Committees are chaired by board member couples and involve one, or more, additional 
member couples who have agreed to participate for a minimum one year period.  Each committee reports 
to the board as a whole at specific intervals as defined by board policy.  Committee members are 
appointed by the board (typically delegated to the committee chair) and serve at their pleasure. 
  

9.2 Public Relations / Communications Committee is responsible for:  PR  Development and distribution of 
marketing communications content.  Such content will include (but is not limited to) web site content, 
brochures, newsletters, flyers, advertising and articles submitted to the press for publication.  Establishing 
and maintaining public relations communications with the community and the media regarding SGC 
purposes, activities and services.  Newsletter  Preparing and emailing a newsletter to members (subject to 
SGC publication policy) and distribute The Network's email newsletter.  Web Presence Content Promote 
ǘƘŜ {D/Ωǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ on the web as well as maintaining all media resource records and perform other 
duties as assigned to this committee by the board. 
 

9.3 Social Events Committee In conjunction with the Board, have lead responsibility for planning and 
implementing the program for all social events and activities of the organization; Coordinate SGC 
participation in community events and promote and encourage Member Couples to host events. 
 

9.4 Member Services Committee (Chaired by the Secretary Couple) Serve as primary liaison with new 
members and prospective members; Prepare and provide new Member Couples with new member 
packets and any other timely information that needs to be disseminated; Be responsible for mailing 
sample newsletters to prospective members, and to follow up such inquiries; Contact inactive Member 
Couples to encourage their participation; Follow up with members who leave the organization to 
determine reason for leaving, and inform the Board periodically of results.  Prepare membership rosters 
and related reports such as birthday and anniversary lists and the mailing list, and provide notice of, 
encourage, and process membership renewals. 
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9.5 Finance and Administration Committee  Assist the finance and secretary couples, as required, with any 
administrative or financial activities of the group. 
 

9.6 Technical Services Committee {ŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {D/Ωǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǿŜō ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
activities normally associated with such conservatorship, including but not limited to:  Web site layout and 
technical development, regular content maintenance (with content provided by PR committee) and web 
presence enhancement via any available means of site submissions to both mainstream and gay and 
lesbian search engines.  In addition, the TSC committee will assist in coordinating email and other 
electronic interchange between the SGC and prospective members; the National Couples group, and 
cyber-connected Member Couples and SGC Board Member Couples.  And perform any other duties as 
assigned by the board.  
 

9.7 Ad-Hoc Committees The board, at its sole discretion, my choose to create and empower ad-hoc (single 
purpose, fixed duration) committees, each chaired by a board member couple, for the purpose of dealing 
with any operational issue.  

10. Board of Directors, Meetings   

10.1 Regular Meetings  The Board shall customarily meet bi-monthly. Meetings may be held either in person,  
electronically  (by IM conference facility) or by telephone, or any combination, and shall be open and 
accessible to the membership.  Only Board members in attendance may cast votes.  Membership should 
be advised at least one month in advance by e-newsletter as to the date and procedures for accessing the 
board meeting.  The board shall encourage member participation and use its best-efforts to assure that 
member couples are able to access / attend its meetings. 
 

10.2 Special Meetings  A Special Board Meeting is called when an officer of the Board, member or Member 
Couple has failed in a material and serious degree to observe the Bylaws and/or purpose of SGC or has 
engaged in conduct materially and seriously prejudicial to the interest of the organization. This meeting is 
only open to the parties concerned and not to the general membership.  There is no minimum notice 
requirement. 

 
10.3 Quorums   A quorum of the Board is a simple majority (50%) of the seated Board Member couples.  A 

quorum of the general membership is twenty percent (20%) of active member couples. No proxy voting or 
absentee ballots shall be used.  Each member couple is permitted one vote.  
 

11. Board of Directors, Elections 

11.1 Transitional Elections  Not withstanding any other provision in this section, an Operating Committee at its 
sole discretion may elect or appoint first directors during a transition, or may adopt any election 
procedure which it deems fair and appropriate in the interim. 
 

11.2 Election Committee  The Board will appoint an Ad-Hoc Election Committee consisting of two (2) member 
couples who are not running for, or currently in office. The Election Committee will be responsible for 
overseeing anŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ election. 
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11.3 Recall of Board Members 

Member Couples wishing to remove a Member Couple from the Board must submit a petition to the 

Board bearing the signatures of 1/3 (one-third) of the organizations Member Couples.  A special election 

will be held within 15-30 days after the signatures are received and reviewed by the Board. The special 

election requires 2/3 vote of the Member Couples casting votes at the recall election. 

 

12. Annual General and Special Meetings of the Membership 

12.1 Date  The date for the Annual Meeting (AGM) shall be established by board policy.   
 

12.2 Voting   Except as otherwise provided herein, the organization shall always operate under a democratic 
process in which the majority vote of member couples shall prevail. The organization shall allow one (1) 
vote per member couple. 
 

12.3 Notification to Membership  The membership shall be notified of the date and location of the Annual 
General Meeting in the membership e-newsletter which will be distributed electronically not less than 45 
days prior to the meeting.  An agenda for the meeting shall be made accessible electronically to each 
Member Couple of record. 
 

12.4 Content Requirements  The AGM must include: an annual State of the Organization Report from the Chair 
Couple, summarizing the activities and actions of the Board for the current year-to-date; The annual 
Financial Report will summarize the assets and liabilities of SGC (including revenue, expenses, 
disbursements and changes in financial status as of the end of the fiscal year);  and, a proposed operating 
budget for the ensuing year. Additionally, each board committee chair will give a written and verbal 
report summarizing the activities and actions of that office for the preceding year. 
 

12.5 Special Meeting of the Membership  A Special Membership Meeting may only be called by a quorum of 
the Board, or at the request of a majority of the general membership.  The membership shall be provided 
with at least 15 days notice of such a meeting.  Such notice shall be considered sufficient when provided 
by email to the last known email address of any ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
members section web site. 

13. Proposed By-law Amendments 

13.1 Amendment Procedure  Proposed Bylaw amendments shall be submitted to the Board, in writing, and 
signed by at least three (3) Member Couples in good standing at least 45 days prior to a scheduled AGM.  
If supported by the majority vote of the Board, said changes will be included on the agenda for the next 
AGM (or Special Membership Meeting) and ratified by a super-majority (2/3) two-thirds vote of the 
general membership.   
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14. Administrative and Financial Operations   

14.1 Authority to Bind Contractually  Only the chair couple, with the express written approval of the board (as 
recorded in the minutes), shall have the authority to contractually bind SGC and obligate the payment of a 
debt.   
 

14.2 Bank Account  One person from each couple of the Chair Couple, Vice Chair and Treasury Couple shall 
sign bank signature cards for the checking account of the organization. Disbursements made by check 
shall require two (2) authorized signatures.  No facilities other than checks (debit/credit card or other 
electronic payment facilities) will be used by SGC to pay its obligations.   
 

14.3 Employees The SGC will not engage in the hiring of employees or create master/servant relationships 
which could be deemed employee / employer relationships.  The SGC board will seek qualified assistance 
in determining if any proposed transaction could be construed as such.   
 

14.4 Expenditures  No board member couple shall vote to approve any budget, expend any funds or create any 
liability, if in so doing it could reasonably be foreseen that such an action would create an operating /cash 
flow deficit, or create a situation with could cause financial harm to SGC.  As such an action could result in 
the personal liability of the board member(s) involved. 
 

14.5 Fiscal Year  The fiscal year end for accounting and membership purposes shall be December 31st. 
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SEATTLE GAY COUPLES 

Group Policies 
 

15. Membership 

15.1 Membership Application Required  As a condition of full membership, each member couple shall 
complete a membership application form (either on paper or electronically) and execute a waiver of 
liabilitȅ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǊ ƻŦ {D/Σ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴǎΦ  This waiver shall survive any 
termination of membership.  No officer or director of the club shall have the authority to waive or modify 
this provision. 
 

15.2 Email Address Required for Communication  Each member couple agrees to provide, and to maintain 
current, an email address for the purposes of receiving electronic communication regarding the operation 
of the club.  Should any member fail to provide such required information, the club shall be under no 
obligation to extend any extraordinary efforts to inform the member couple of the ongoing activities of 
the club or such couples membership status. 

16. Dues 

16.1 2008 Annual Yearly Dues for General Membership are set at $50.00 per couple, per calendar year, and 
are due and payable in full, in advance during the ŀƴƴǳŀƭ άrenewal periodέ.  Current annual rates for 
other membership categories are: 

CATEGORY CURRENT RATE   

Board Members $50.00 

Committee Members  $50.00 

Exchange Members  No Charge 

Founding Members  $50.00 

Honorary Members  No Charge 

Introductory Members  No Charge    
Lifetime Honorary Voting Members No Charge 

Sole Survivor Member  $25.00 

16.2 Renewal Period Defined The renewal period for the next calendar year dues is between September 1st  
and November 30st  of the prior year.  Renewal dues paid after this period are considered late and may 
result in the suspension or termination of membership. 
 

16.3 Discounts for Members with Limited Resources  The Board (or its designate), subject to any current 
policy, and ŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ may arrange a payment plan or discounted membership fee to 
accommodate any prospective or renewing member couple with severely limited financial resources, who 
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request such assistance.   
 

16.4 New Memberships Pro-Rated  New member couples joining will have their current year dues pro-rated at 
the rate of (1/12) for each full month remaining in the current calendar year.  If the new member joins 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭǎ ŘǳŜǎ at that time as well. 
 

16.5 Payment for membership dues are fully non-transferrable and non-refundable.  
 

16.6 Fee Waiver for Couples Hosting Social Events   Upon application to the membership committee, couples 
who have hosted events in their home during the current year shall be excused from payment of dues for 
the following calendar year only.  Should the member couple choose not to renew their membership the 
available credit will be forfeited. 

17. Social Events 

17.1 50/50 lottery will be established at each social function when ever possible, with the proceeds being 
divided in half between the winning couple and the SGC Treasury. 
 

18. Newsletter and Web Site 

18.1 Newsletter Availability  As a benefit of membership, the club will provide an ongoing electronic 
newsletter to inform the membership of upcoming social and business events, information of general 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΦ   !ǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ 
ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƻǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΣ ŀǾŀilable for review by prospective 
members. 
 

18.2 Web Site  A web site and/or other group web facility (such as a Yahoo Group) will be provided for the 
purposes of communication with both the general public and the clubs membership with respect to the 
operations of the club. 

19. Board Election Procedure 

19.1 Preamble  Subject to the by-laws of the organization, the following procedures will be used to provide for 
regular board elections which are held at ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ !Da: 
 

19.2 Ad Hoc Election Committee shall be responsible for the preparation of the required election information 
and distribution of ballots (in either electronic or hardcopy format) and the overall facilitation of the 
election process.  
 

19.3 Nomination for Office  Any Member Couple in good standing is eligible to be nominated for election to 
any one position on the Board. Member Couples may nominate themselves, or any other Member 
Couple.  A nomination sheet with the duties of each position listed will be sent to all Member Couples in 
the newsletter prior to the AGM.  Nomination sheets (if in hardcopy format will be returned to the 
Elections Ad Hoc Committee postmarked no later than 15 days prior to the AGM).   
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19.4 Acceptance of Nomination  The Election Committee shall ensure that each member couple so nominated 

infact desires to seek election for that position. Couples seeking office may choose to submit a brief 
biography, or other statement as to why they would like to fill the particular position, such statement will 
appear in the newsletter prior to the AGM. 
 

19.5 Electronic Voting, if implemented, will be carefully designed by the board to provide for a fair and 
auditable result.   
 

19.6 Voting   Voting will be accomplished either by paper or electronic ballot (if available), one vote per 
member couple.  If there is only one Member Couple running per position, no ballots will be prepared and 
the proposed slate may be elected by a majority voice vote at the AGM.  Absentee paper ballots may be 
made available to those Member Couples who cannot attend the scheduled meeting.  The Election 
Committee must receive all absentee paper ballots at least five days prior to the AGM.  Proxy voting will 
not be used. 
 

19.7 Vote Counting   The Elections Committee shall count all ballots and announce the results of the election 
during the AGM. A tie vote will be broken by a simple majority of the membership present at the election. 
The Elections Committee shall retain ballots (and other supporting documentation) for a period of no less 
than thirty (30) days following an election, during such time any Member Couple may, upon request, 
review the ballots and other documentation.  

20. Administrative and Financial Operations 

20.1 Payment of Disbursements  All expenditures and/or disbursements must be accompanied by a receipt or 
voucher with a notation as to its purpose.  No advances on expenditures are permitted to be paid without 
the express written approval of the board as recorded in the minutes. All commitments of SGC funds must 
be pre-approved by majority vote of the Board, either individually or through a budget approval process.  
The board may explicitly delegate limited spending approval authority to the standing committee chairs 
ŦƻǊ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ϷмΣлллΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
previously approved budget.   
 

20.2 Reimbursement   Requests for reimbursement must be made in writing, within 180 days of the receipt or 
voucher date. The board must pay (or deny) requests for reimbursement within a further 60 days of the 
receipt or voucher date. 
 

21. Annual General Meeting 

21.1 Meeting Date The AGM of the organization shall be held during the month of January of each year in 
which the group is fully active.  During an organizational transition the operating committee may, at its 
sole discretion, choose to waive or modify this requirement as it deems necessary. 
 


